DC
EVENTS BEFORE THE CIVIL WAR
THE election of Senor Azana to the Presidency was followed
by many misgivings on the part not only of his supporters,
but of a wider public with die interests of law and order at
heart.
It was feared that, as a Liberal-Republican, he would be
unable to hold the balance between the Extreme Right
and the strong and over-growing Left. Even more serious
was the problem of finding a man strong enough to take
his place at the head of a Cabinet, when the country most
needed a strong man in the Cortes. Many people felt that
Senor Azana's abandonment of active politics in a moment
of crisis represented his belief in the impossibility of estab-
lishing a democratic regime, and this because of the fact that,
in recent months, his following had consisted chiefly of
Socialists and others whose views were more revolu-
tionary than his own. The public enthusiasm manifested
when his election was known was more Marxist than
Liberal.
Senor Barcia, the Foreign Minister, was appointed to be
acting-Premier pending the re-formation of the Cabinet.
He was followed by Senor Casares Quiroga who, on 13th
May, announced a new democratic Republican ministry.
The first decision of the new Cabinet was to prolong
the " State of Alarm,'* modifying it only in regard to censor-
ship : verbatim reports of proceedings in the Cortes might
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